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Welcome to the first quarterly CDMC newsletter of 
2021. As we all hunker down at home and wait for the 
dreaded Covid19 threat to recede, I’m sure many of 
you are tinkering away on garage projects longing for 
the opportunity to get out and play again. 

This year the club turns 50 and after a 3 year hiatus 
CDMC are planning to relaunch Autocross in the North 
East. In this issue we discuss the plan, step through 
club announcements and bring you up to speed on 
motoring news. 

With over 70 active members with varied interests in 
motorsport, we hope you enjoy this issue and we can’t 
wait to see many of you as soon as Lockdown 3 ends. 
Until then settle down with a cup of something warm 
and feel free to engage through our Facebook Page.

Simon Tappin Comp Sec



Message From The Chairman
Welcome to the first edition of the CDMC  
Quarterly Newsletter for 2021.

As we enter into the clubs 50th year, it’s 
important to understand and remember 
that we are all a group of like minded 
people, that fundamentally love 
motorsports. 

2020 The Recap

It was a big year for CDMC 
in terms of weathering the 
initial wave of Covid19 
Lockdowns and adapting 
our plans as a club. 

As Motorsport around the 
UK took a battering from 
cancellations due to the 
lockdowns and 
everchanging tiers 
restrictions, CDMC 
persevered and managed 
to put on two vitally 
important CDMC Funday 
Events at a new location 
north of Ponteland in 
Northumberland.

These two events were 
tasters and tests for the 
club. Firstly they tested our 
organisational skills as a 
“dry run” for hosting full 
blown events and 
identified where 
investments and 
improvements were 
needed in both kit and 
preparation.

They also tested the 
Interest levels among 
potential competitors, and 
we are glad to say there 
was a lot of interest from 
new and old. On average 
we had 25 entries and a lot 
of support from the local 
competitor base.

This encouraged the Club 
to push onto bolder plans 
for 2021! 

For Glen, it was the enjoyment of having front row seats 
to the action, helping the drivers keep safe and be safe. 
The sounds and smells of the cars buggies are also a big 
draw. Starting as a spectator then progressing around the 
various posts.

Marshalls are the life blood of motorsport and we fully 
appreciate the support we receive.

Deputy Chief Marshall Announced

An that is why we are working hard behind the scenes, 
organising and planning now, to build on 2020s success, and 
ensure we put on as many events on this year as possible. 

Our focus as a club is on bringing new people into the sport, 
create exciting events and make a sustainable grass roots series. 
In addition we are working closely with other clubs to try and 
kickstart Autocross events across the NE. 

Please check out our club website and Facebook CDMC 
Members social media pages for updates. We hope you enjoy 
the newsletter, stay safe and we’ll see you all soon.

Wayne Coakley CDMC Chairman

Glen Richards (CDMC Chief 
Marshall) has appointed John 
Kerr as his Deputy for 2021. 

If you are interested in 
becoming a CDMC registered 
marshal for 2021 please get 
in touch with either Glen or 
John via Facebook. 



2021 - The CDMC Plan

We as a club, all have a passion for Motorsport in many forms and understand that to 
achieve a long term sustainable ecosystem we need to bring new and old motor sport hands 
together. This is a key goal.

In 2020 we managed to attract at least 10 new entrants per fun day (young and old), proving 
that there is a desire to compete and try something. 

For 2021, Covid19 restrictions permitting, we have the following events planned.

PROVISIONAL club championship dates for 2021:

14th March (open/test day)
18th April Round 1
9th  May Round 2
13th June Round 3
25th July Round 4
12th September Round 5
10th October Round 6

The aim is a 6 round club championship and then kick on into 2022. But to make this work 
we need the entries to make this happen. So get those cars dug out and fettled! 

In addition to the above CDMC Autocross 
Dates, Tynemouth MC are planning to run 
an Autocross event in August. The event is 
provisionally scheduled for the 22nd of 
August and will be supported by CDMC.

As more details become clear we will 
circulate them via the website/Facebook 
pages.

Tynemouth MC & CDMC

The club now in its 50th year is pushing like, well 
“crazy”, to promote and get grass roots motorsport 
up and running in the NE. We’ll be focusing on the 
competing and racing through Autocross initially.

We have a 70+ members, new committee, new 
investment/sponsors and new venues from times of 
old. But we still have a passion and determination 
and drive to make motorsport happen. Steve (Vice Chairman) & Malcolm Liddle

Autocross Liaison Officer

CDMC member Paul Gee is acting as an Autocross Liaison on behalf CDMC. He is working 
with Tynemouth and other clubs to help promote Autocross activities generally in the North 
East. Paul is actively engaging and helping shape Autocrosses future and the committee are 
extremely grateful for his efforts thus far.



Builds ‘n’ Bits

“What have I done!?” 

Basically our Vice 
Chairman has bought 
a Citroen AX that’s 
been sat in a hedge for 
2 or 3 years. He says 
he “rescued it” and is 
in the process of 
rebuilding it for the 
upcoming season. The 
aim is to build a 
budget 1.6 VTS in a 
light shell. 

Unfortunately it was 
lighter than expected, 
and Malcolm Liddles 
welding skills have 
been thoroughly put 
to the test. So far its 
cost him less than 
£200 quid all in, but 
many (many) hours of 
welding. We can’t 
wait to see the 
outcome for 
championship assault. 

Hopefully the 
outcome will prove it 
doesn’t take a fortune 
to build a decent car.

By Steve Liddle 

Steve Liddle Vice Chairman

Follow Steve’s exciting adventures (and tears) on the clubs Facebook page as he rediscovers 
the French love of restoring disappearing metal work.



Classifieds

“Our goals, values and vision, is to be an inclusive, forward thinking and progressive motor 
club in the northeast. Providing new and existing members accessible motorsport events 
that they can compete and enjoy at all levels. We are focused on the driving and competing 
with as much professionalism as possible. One of our main goals as a club is to bring new 
competitors into motorsport and create sustainable events to secure the future of the sport 
and club.”

CDMC Mission Statement
We are a North East England based Motor Club, established in 1971, 
and focused on participation in multiple disciplines of motorsport. 
We have a strong background in “grass roots” motorsports, such as 
Autocross. 

We also pride ourselves as being a family friendly and safety-first 
minded club. We also continue our association with MotorSport UK 
as an officially recognised MSUK club.

Segero a UK wide IT Consultancy and Services 
company, will continue into 2021 as an event 
sponsor, supporting CDMC financially and 
logistically in their efforts to bring back grass 
roots motorsport.

J & M Oils - a NE family owned and run 
Oil recycling business look forward to 
supporting CDMC in 2021.

Northern Consultancy Co. was set up in 
2015 after founder, Paul Errington, gained 
extensive race experience at various gravel 
cycling events in the USA. 

2021 CDMC Sponsors
Below are our current sponsors for 2021, you can be too! Contact the CDMC committee for 
sponsorship packages…



SCRUTINEERING INFORMATION.  IMPORTANT PLEASE READ THIS NOTICE

Please have your Competition Numbers fitted before entering scrutineering.

When you enter scrutineering please:-

1. Open the bonnet and boot
2. Place the helmet & FHR units if used on the roof. 
3. Place overalls and gloves on the roof (with the label visible)
4. Stand back and let the scrutineers do their job if the scrutineer requires any information 
they will ask you – constantly advising the scrutineer of where things are, gives the impression 
that you are attempting to manipulate them away from another area of the car.    

NOTE – ONLY DRIVER TO BE WITH CAR 
AFTER COMPLETING SCRUTINEERING ONE PERSON TO GO WITH THE SCRUTINEER, TO THE 
DOCUMENTATION TABLE, 
YOU WILL BE ISSUED WITH A PASSED SCRUTINEERING STICKER. THIS MUST BE AFFIXED TO THE 
CAR AND MUST BE VISIBLE TO THE EVENT OFFICIALS AT ALL TIMES DURING THE EVENT.  

The following items are some of the principal reason for failing scrutineering at the first attempt. 
Please ensure that your vehicle conforms to the relevant regulations on these and all other 
items.

1. Each carburettor or spindle not having an external spring, acting directly and capable of 
closing the carburettor or spindle in the event of cable or linkage failure.

2. Roll cages not effectively padded, where any part of the crew’s body could come into contact 
with it in the event of an accident.

3. Defective front bulkhead sealing.

4. Defective rear bulkhead sealing (around side and rear pillar areas)

Scrutineers Corner

Chief Scrutineer Colin Salkeld 
advises below some of the 
things that have changed in 
terms procedure due to 
Covid19, and technical “things” 
he looks for in Autocross 
vehicles. 

If anyone has any questions 
feel free to get in touch.



6. Fuel or brake lines inside car not metal, metal covered or metal braided (the braiding may 
be internal or external)  

7. Fire extinguisher gauges reading in the red, gauges not visible so that they have to be 
removed - to be weighed.
Fire extinguisher operating system faulty (pull cables seized or batteries defective), locations 

not clearly marked.

8. Electrical cut off not working (pull cables seized) or locations not clearly marked.

9. Front and rear tow point not marked or available for inspection (if removable type).

10. Seats not secure or construction defective 

11. Seat belts not correctly fitted or defective i.e. webbing frayed or cut.

12. Safety film not fitted to side windows (if required by regulation)

13. Mudflaps not conforming to N4.3. Due to being incorrect size or not fitted behind all 4 
wheels or too far from ground. 

14. Brake or Rain lights not working.

15. Statutory Rear view mirror missing.

16 Excessive noise levels at noise test or on the event – MAX 108dba @ ¾ max rpm. 

17. Video Camera/s mounted not using a mechanical mounting.  Note suction mount of any 
type, duct tape, cable ties etc. are not acceptable as the primary mounting method and are 
not permitted.

18, Video Camera (of any type) mounted on crash helmet unless conforming to K10. 3. 3(k)

Note Defective or none complying items will be retained by the organisers for the duration of 
the event and returned at the finish or upon retirement.    

Chief Scrutineer – Colin Salkeld

Scrutineers Corner

For the latest regulations see the MSUK Year 
Book and the www.cdmc.club for the latest 
supplemental regulations.

Remember to register for a FREE RS Clubmans
license on the MSUK website.

http://www.cdmc.club/


Gavin Dunn talks about his current build which will be an Audi A3

“This is my idea of how a car should be built. No real plan, just start with the big bits and where they 
have to go, then fill in the gaps with all the other parts.

Nearly everything on this car has been done at home with mostly very basic tools. The cage tube was 
professionally bent and I used the lathe for wishbone ends. Otherwise a grinder to cut with and an 
ancient stick welder to put all the bits together.

But hopefully it is nearly there. It is my first car build and I have learned a lot while doing it. Doing 
everything myself has saved a lot of money, no way I could have paid to have it done.

When finished it’ll be an Audi A3 3.7 v8 mid engine, 6 speed manual box, rear wheel drive with 
approx. 270 bhp 250 lb/ft torque.”

Builds ‘n’ Bits

“Most of the mechanical bits came from an MOT fail Audi a8 with 3.7 v8 and auto box. The 
auto let me down when I first tried to drive it, so going with a manual box.

With luck we will all be out there soon. If you are in a heat with a blue Audi a3, please don't 
bash into it!”



Member Corner - John Rankin

Since then I’ve done several different formulas and raced all over the UK and very recently 
have made the switch to Formula 2 Outlaws.

I did a good few years racing Autograss too. A sport which my dad decided to bring to 
Scotland, as he wanted a good alternative to stockcars, so after some investigation and 
talking to/getting right people involved it happened. 

In 2011 I took the Autograss class 2 Scottish points championship title which to date is still 
my only championship win. I went back to Stockcars when my son turned 16 and had 3 great 
years racing with him in the Prostock basics, we have now both switched to outlaws. 

Now onto autocross, living in the borders I was surrounded by events I went and watched. 
Eventually decided yes buy a car I only managed the very last round before it never ran 
again, but I did finish 2nd in Class 1 in the ANECCC autocross championship! 

Now its back and I will be too. I’ll be in a little Ford Sport KA Class1 I’m building, after having 
had a lot of fun in the mud at the open day. Hope to see many of you out on track in 2021.

Well Simon asked me to write a little bit about myself 
so here we go; 

I have now been competing in various motorsports 
for 30 years, I started in motorsport in 1990, in 
Stockrods with an old mk2 escort at Cowdenbeath 
Racewall (Fife). 

My dad built and this is where the addiction begun ,as 
a child I use to go every week with my dad, and later 
on helped my cousin out with his saloon stockcar 
(painting etc). 

John Rankin



Milk floats or Supercars?

Club Member Adam Webber explains what its like to live 
with a Tesla Model 3 Performance:

I picked up my Tesla 3 back at the end of September 2020 
after wanting something more capable of commuting to 
work and back in the winter than a rear wheel drive 911. 
After initially looking at a Honda E the well documented 
range anxiety convinced me that a tesla with over double 
the range of the Honda was a safer bet.

I picked the car up in Leeds at the showroom and was 
handed two hotel key cards with Tesla written on them. 
That was the entire hand over.

After spending a lifetime in cars with conventional combustion engines and pretty standardised layouts, 
the Tesla was a massive shock to the system and the fact that you never carry a key with you and 
operate it from your phone still feels like science fiction at times.

Once you get used to the unconventional controls and display layout you really get the feeling of this 
thing being unlike anything you've ever driven. Electric cars deliver power in such a way that it almost 
knocks the breath out of your lungs. the sensation of instant acceleration coupled with zero noise or 
vibration distorts your perception of speed. The thing feels effortless and a very stress free environment 
to be in. The fact this car do 0-60 in 3.2 seconds, has around 450 BHP and 4 wheel drive you'd expect it 
to be fast but it's the 0-30 that is just unlike anything. In fact I'm pretty confident no non electric car 
could beat it off the line such is the way this thing starts.

While the tesla is phenomenally fast and a lovely place to sit. the lack of feeling around it and distortion 
I mentioned earlier can leave you a bit disconnected from the road. it does hold on so well around turns 
but doesn't really feed much back to you on what is happening underneath, which can be rather 
alarming especially in the icy conditions we've had recently.

Another negative I have to say is the range of electric cars. This model has a claimed range of 320 miles 
but I've driven it as a daily commuter and on a couple of long distance motorway drives and got 
nowhere near this figure. The range anxiety is real on these things and if you are on the M1 one day and 
it alerts you that you wont make your destination and starts to reroute you via a supercharger, it can 
feel like your in an episode of 24 with the clock (or battery %) ticking down ominously in front of you.

That being said the superchargers and other fast electric chargers installed are almost as impressive as 
the cars. You can charge one of these things from near empty up to 80% in about 20-25 minutes which 
absolutely flies by, by the time you watch an episode of something on the centre console Netflix app or 
play on the computer games it has installed.

I was so impressed by the electric car that I got rid of my 911 as my daily driver and replaced it with a 
track car as I can't think of a better day to day car than the tesla. It has everything and the sheer pace of 
the thing still puts a smile on your face. 

I'd be very tempted to get it on a track and compete in it but my only worry would be how the batteries 
would fair. I used to race Electric RC cars when I was a kid and can still smell the burned out motors and 
battery connectors from races where you pushed the thing a bit too hard.

After just over 4,000 miles, no issues to report once you get your head around charging it.



Classifieds

Club members Daniel and Elby Clark aka Clark Motorsport are both looking forward to getting 
back out racing in 2021. Elby explains “Things are getting exciting at Clark Motorsport as we 
prepare for the National Legends Championship!” 

“The team has 18 rounds over 9 weekends so we are going to be busy! 
Daniel will be defending his 2020 title and Elby looking to move up the grid. There is tough 
competition with a lot of newcomers and past champions re-joining the series.” 

“There is 54 races during the season, a practice and 3 races per meeting and they are single 
seater 5/8 scale replicas of 1930'3 ford's. They have 1200cc Yamaha bike engines powering the 
space framed retro cars. They are amazing to watch because of all the overtaking and bump 
drafting. They are featured on Sky TV and YouTube.”

Dan and Elby Clark take on the Legends in 2021 

Daniel & Elby Clark

You can follow the championship at 
www.legendsracingeurope.com or to see what Clark 
Motorsport are doing www.clarkmotorsportteam.com. 

We would love some of our club members to join us at 
some meetings this year if they can - everyone is welcome!

Elby Clark

* They join together by the bumpers for better top end 
speeds on the straights.



Competition Secretary Simon Tappin on his Citroen C2 VTS

In 2020 after a 12 year gap from competition (mainly Rallying), I was 
drawn to Autocross. The idea of budget motorsport and fun was too 
tempting, so I decided to try my hand. But what car to use???

In the past I’d stage rallied Novas, 205s and road rallied Polos, both 
were  getting difficult to source. So what next?

Budget was tight having two kids, so it had to be cheap, readily 
available and ”sporty”. In the end I settled on a £200 MoT failed VTS. 
It had a hole in exhaust, rusty sills, syncros gone on 3rd gear and no 
rear brakes, but run well for 15 years old. So in other words PERFECT!

The C2 cost me in total about £1200 to build, most 
complicated bit was the cage, because it was a “bolt in” 
meant the windscreen had to come out for it to fit. 

I managed to do four events in 2020, which was actually 6 as I 
treble entered it on one funday, and only the major bits 
breaking was the down pipe. Surprisingly the flakey MA 
gearbox held out.

New bits for 2021 is a quaife diff, paddle clutch and a 1.1 gearbox to 
improve 2nd to 3rd gear. During the club fun days we quickly 
ascertained the C2 is possibly the new 205 with 3 of them tearing 
around the field, maybe just a bit fatter and heavier, bit like me.



Classifieds

CDMC are looking for potential sponsors for 
the upcoming season. 

Sponsors can chose to pick/tailor a package 
that can be per event, per class, or full 
season etc etc. 

If anyone is interested then please get in 
touch with either Steve Liddle, Wayne 
Coakley or Simon Tappin to discuss further:

Stevenliddle@ymail.com

Waynecoakley1979@gmail.com

Simon.tappin@gmail.com

CDMC has 70 direct members and a reach of 
over 1100 members on our social media 
following. Contact us today to discuss. 

Club Announcements - 2021 Sponsors Required!

Tyres for sale… 

Tyres for Autocross, Rallycross, Autograss and 
stage Rally.

Sizes top to bottom, 

205/65/15  
205/70/13  
215/65/15  
195/50/16

Contact Gavin Dunn on 
dunnlandrovers@hotmail.com for the 
absolute best prices!!

(To advertise please contact Simon Tappin)

2021 FREE CLUB Membership

CDMC Club Membership for 2021 is FREE, this is because the club understands that to keep 
costs low for competitors and club members in the current economic environment is incredibly 
important. To join the club and receive a free Membership sticker please visit the club website 
at www.cdmc.club to sign up. Members get a club card, access to the New Member only 
Facebook Group, a quarterly news letter, and by joining up speeds up sign on at events.

mailto:Stevenliddle@ymail.com
mailto:Waynecoakley1979@gmail.com
mailto:Simon.tappin@gmail.com
http://www.cdmc.club/


Classifieds

In organisational news Paul Errington has joined the club as Entry Secretary and Paul Gee 
has agreed to act as an Autocross Liaison.

The Treasurer reports we are in a good position for 2021, with added support of new 
sponsors, and also welcomes our efforts to increase cost saving initiatives for our 70+ 
members through FREE club membership and value add services.

CDMC Announcements
Due to Covid19 the 2020 AGM was postponed and the current 
Committee members agreed to stay on. 

Obviously Committee and club meetings are currently suspended 
due to various government measures. These will be resumed once 
the lockdowns are lifted. However we are all contactable via social 
media and keep an eye on the CDCM Facebook Members page and 
Website for the latest information.

The Last Word
Once 2021 sorts itself out and Boris decides we can all get out and play, it’s looking like it 
will be a good year. Thanks for reading and being part of the club. If you know anyone who
wishes to be a CDMC member they can sign up via our website www.cdmc.club for free in
2021.

There maybe some juggling of dates to be done so bear with us while we work out the 
kinks. There are also positive rumblings from other clubs such as TDMC looking to put their 
Autocross on in August (hence why we left a gap). Of course we will look to support them 
logistically where possible in their efforts. 

Remember to check the new Facebook Page for Members and the club website for the latest 
information. An please stay safe, at home and protect lives! (or something like that). Please 
feel free to get in touch and we hope to see you all soon.

Simon Tappin - Competition Secretary

http://www.cdmc.club/

